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**PRIZE-WINNING PROFESSOR EXPLORES TV'S COVERAGE OF TERRORISM
**GLOBAL TRADE ADVANTAGE: LEARNING TO EXPORT ABi2 IMPORT
**USD BONSAI ARTIST TO EXHIBIT AT ANNUAL S.O. SUCCULENT SHOW
**PRIZE-WINNING PROFESSOR EXPLORES TV'S COVERAGE OF TERRORISM

Americans receive most of their information about foreign
affairs from television news. How accurately does TV news
portray the threat of terrorism?
A new book by Bethami Dobkin, USD's Coordinator of Media
Studies and Assistant Professor of Communication Studies, seeks
to answer that question by analyzing TV coverage of terrorism in
200 evening newscasts aired during the Reagan Administration.
Tales of Terror: Television News and the construction of the
Terrorist Threat is the book form of Dobkin's doctoral
dissertation, which was honored by the Speech Communication
Association with its annual Dissertation Award.
Dobkin's findings dispute the notion that news coverage of
terrorists helps further their goals by giving them a public
platform. "In fact, the news coverage I analyzed was very
supportive of government officials and their policies," Dobkin
said. "This coverage did n2t generate support for terrorists;
instead, it escalated public panic about terrorism."
**GLOBAL TRADE ADVANTAGE: LEARNING TO EXPORT Mm IMPORT

This month, a four-evening USO Certificate in International
Business course will teach entrepreneurs better exporting skills
by also teaching them better importing skills.
"Importing & Exporting Strategies," which begins June 3 and
runs for four consecutive Wednesday evenings, will focus on
practical approaches to global trade. The instructors, Richard
Powell and Priscilla Rogers, both run their own international
marketing firms.
Greg Gazda, director of International Business Programs at the
USD School of Business Administration, says, "We believe that if
you're going to be exporting, you should be importing as well.
"It's fine to export when prices here are relatively low,"
Gazda said. "But when cycles change, importing can be more viable
and more profitable. As an exporter, you already have the contacts,
and you can adapt. Companies that don't adapt run into problems."
**USO BONSAI ARTIST TO EXHIBIT AT ANNUAL S.D. SUCCULENT SHOW

During business hours, Thu Van Tran helps shape up the USO
campus. The rest of the time, he shapes succulent plants into
award-winning Bonsai and PenJing creations.
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Tran, a supervisor in the USO Physical Plant Department, will
exhibit the best work from his three-year-old hobby at the
June 6-7 Annual Show and Plant Sale of the San Diego Cactus &
succulent Society. Last year, he won the Society's Most Artistic
Award.
"This year, I'm hoping for the Best Exhibit award," he
said.
Tran, who emigrated to San Diego from Vietnam in 1975, is one
of a select group of Bonsai artists who use succulents and exotic
plants from as far away as Africa and Australia. "Because
succulents are slower-growing, they take longer to shape than the
traditional evergreens," he said. "But the finished succulent
looks a lot older, and that's very desirable for a Bonsai."
Even though Tran's 150 succulents and exotics require constant
care (an estimated three hours a day every day), he says the work
"is very relaxing. You spend a lot of time just sitting and
looking at the plants. It's a way to be with nature."
For information on these or other activities at the University of
San Diego, please contact the News Bureau, 260-4682.

